
Perfecting the Prayer Life

Colossians 4:2-6

Introduction:
Paul has already expressed his prayer concerns for them. 1:3; 1:9. Now he is asking for their prayer for him. 
His primary concern is prayer in connection with evangelism. He desires that the Colossians pray (Col. 4:2). He specifically desires that they pray for his evangelistic effort (4:3-4). He also desired that they be wise in their evangelistic efforts (4:5-6).

I. Supplication – 4:2

A. A Great Habit – 4:2a
“Continue earnestly in prayer”
Paul was a man of prayer himself. He knew the value of prayer, so he was desirous of the prayer of others. Prayer is not a spiritual luxury, but an absolute necessity. Prayer is as vital for spiritual health as breathing is for physical health. It must be continuous. It must be in earnest.
That is so because in prayer we call on God to work, and we express our faith in Him. It follows that the “Christian who does not pray is demonstrating independence from God 

John 15:5
“I am the vine, you are the branches He who abides in Me, and I in him bears much fruit for without Me you can do ﻿﻿nothing.”
B. A Guarded Habit – 4:2b
“being vigilant in it” (prayer)
“being vigilant” γρηγοροῦντες – means to be alert, stay awake. Paul would be aware of Jesus’ use of the words, “watch and pray” (Matt.26:41). In Gethsemane Jesus said,
“What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? ﻿﻿﻿Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation. ﻿﻿The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

1. Watch Before You Pray

a. That you don’t rush into His presence unprepared.
b. That Satan does not spoil your spirit before you enter.
He doesn’t want you to pray. “Satan trembles when he sees, the weakest Christian on his knees.”
2. Watch While You Pray

Lest a wondering thought comes in and distract you from this important meeting with the ruler of the universe. Bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:5)
3. Watch After You Pray

Look out confidently for the answer. The possible answers are more than “yes” and “no.”
Remember that “no” is an answer, but delay is not always “no.” The answer may be “wait” Keep praying! Then, when the answer is “no,” view it from this three-fold background:


1. His love wants the best for you.
2. His wisdom knows the best for you

3. His power gets the best for you.
Does this sound complicated? We are not left alone in this quest:
Romans 8:26
“For ﻿﻿we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but ﻿﻿the Spirit Himself makes intercession ﻿﻿for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”
C. A Grateful Habit – 4:2c
“with thanksgiving;”
Do you remember what your mother used to say when someone gave you something? “What do you say? Then we would sheepishly say, “Thank you.”
Paul reminds the Colossians to express gratitude always in view of God's goodness and grace to them.
J Vernon McGee says:
"This is like breathing: inhale by prayer, exhale by thanksgiving."
Paul’s frequent exhortations to thanks make this epistle one of the most "thankful" books in the New Testament (cf. 1:3, 12; 2:7; 3:17; 4:2).
II. Presentation – 4:3-4
“meanwhile praying also for us,”
A. The Chance – 4:3a
“that God would ﻿﻿open to us a door for the word,”
Paul’s charge was to take the gospel to the Gentiles. But he is in prison! He is still looking for opportunities to get the gospel out. He may be thinking about Caesar and his household.
Illustration: A rather eager boy was applying for a job; and when the prospective employer asked him, "Do you have a motto in life?" he replied, "Yes, sir, same as yours". "What do you mean?" "Saw it on the door, sir - 'Push'."

Right; but that won't do for a Christian. Too many mistakes have been made, too many lives spoiled by trying to push doors open.

Elsewhere, Paul seems almost to have fallen into that error, when "they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them to go," (Acts 16:7), and perhaps also when they "were forbidden of the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia," Asia was a closed door. Europe was GOD's door for him, 

We should not try to make opportunities for Christian service, but of course to be eager to take them when they appear.

Paul here prefers praying to pushing. After all, GOD is expert in doors – I am "He that opens, and no man shuts; and shuts, and no man opens . . . behold, I have set before thee an open door," Revelation 3:7-8.
B. The Communication – 4:3b
“to speak ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿mystery of Christ”
Paul wanted opportunities to make Christ known. The mystery of Christ is the Gospel. 

What do you suppose he did with those opportunities?
First, he didn’t miss any of them. He was watching for them. He expected them!

Next, he took advantage of them. “When I pray, I will pray for you.” (Look around, catch someone’s eye or pick out someone in your mind and say, “I will pray for you” Then pray for opportunities for the gospel for that person.
C. The Complication – 4:3c
﻿
“for which I am also in chains,”
The Epistle to the Philippians was the last of the prison Epistles. In Philippians 1:12 he explains how it all worked out:

“But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, so that it has become evident ﻿﻿to the whole ﻿﻿palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;”
Paul could say in truth, “I am not a crook!” And they all knew that to be true.
D. The Charge – 4:4
“that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.
“as I ought to speak” ὡς δεῖ με λαλῆσαι = As it is necessary for me to speak.
I Corinthians 9:16

“For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for ﻿﻿necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!”
III. Implementation – 4:5
A. Guarding Our Testimony – 4:5a
“Walk in ﻿﻿wisdom toward those who are outside,”
The word walk, περιπατέω refers to our life-style. i.e.: what our “walking around” looks like. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson is credited with being the first to say, “What you are speaks so loudly, I can’t hear what you say.”
It seems to me that many, who have the truth, try to beat people over the head with it. They are boorish in their approach. That is not wisdom.
· If we display the right character.
· Say the right words
· Recognize the right time

· Employ the right tact

We will not push them away but pull them in.

It is great to know that among many other things Jesus is made to us “wisdom” (I Corinthians 1:30)
James 1:5
“If any of you lacks wisdom, ﻿﻿let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and ﻿﻿it will be given to him. 
B. Guarding Our Time – 4:5b
“redeeming ἐξαγοραζόμενοι the time” = buy up
We need to buy up every opportunity to win souls. Don’t pass them by. It is not just an opportunity – It is a soul for whom Christ died.
We don’t know but that we are the last one to speak to that soul, forever. We need to be ready as Paul tells Timothy: “Be ready in season and out of season. ﻿﻿Convince, ﻿﻿rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.”
IV. Conversation – 4:6

A. Adding Sweetness to the Conversation – 4:6a
“Let your speech always be ﻿﻿with grace,”
Paul turned from thinking about his readers' walk to their talk. Our speech should be gracious, pleasing. Don’t get in the way of what God wants to do for that person. It is a matter of life and death, eternal life and death.

B. Adding Seasoning to the Conversation – 4:6b
[Let your speech always] “be seasoned with salt”
Salt has many uses:

· Preserves,
· Purifies

· Makes food appealing

· Pungent – caustic, biting ...
Paul probably meant attractive and wholesome speech. Sometimes it calls for caustic or biting words.
Since we are followers and representatives of Jesus, we should take notice of His speech. “Never man spoke like this man” (John 7:46)

Jesus did call the Pharisees “snakes.” But usually he spoke words of Grace to those who would accept Grace.
J. Vernon McGee said:
"A child of God should have a conversation that deters evil. It should withhold evil rather than promote it. I think it also means that a Christian should not be boring."

C. Adding Scripture to the Conversation﻿ – 4:6c
“that you may know how you ought to answer each one.”
This means knowing the word, not just listening in church. It takes study and use of the Word. 

Question: How do we answer those who ask?
Answer: We use the Word, the sword of the Spirit.
Jesus, in the temptation (Matt. 4), used the Scriptures.
· Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. (Deut. 8:3)
· You shall not ﻿﻿tempt the Lord your God.’ ” (Deut. 6:16)
· Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ﻿﻿‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ (Deut. 6:13; 10:20 Joshua 24:14)
